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• https://www.karlsruhe.de/umwelt-klima/klimaschutz-
klimaanpassung/hitze-in-karlsruhe

• https://www.karlsruhe.de/umwelt-klima/klimaschutz-
klimaanpassung/hitze-in-karlsruhe/hitze-duerre-was-tut-die-stadt

• https://www.karlsruhe.de/umwelt-klima/klimaschutz-
klimaanpassung/hitze-in-karlsruhe/stadtplan-fuer-heisse-tage-map

• https://refill-deutschland.de/was-ist-refill/
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Welcome

• Types of Jobs and Internships

• Salary

• Legal Aspects

• Language Skills

• Application Standards in Germany

• Job Search Strategies & Resources

• Network & Hidden Job Market

24.06.20265

Agenda for today
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Julia Neer

• Career Coach at KIT Career Service, working here since 2017

• Projectmanager of „Study, stay, succeed in Germany“

• worked in Switzerland and Ireland

24.06.20266

Welcome
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Do you want to stay and work in Germany after 
your studies?
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Types of Jobs and Internships
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Jobs and Internships During your Studies

German names

Tasks

Time frame

Student Assistant in 
Academia

Student Assistant in 
Industry

Voluntary internship
Academia / Industry

Mandatory internship
Academia / Industry

Freiwilliges 
Praktikum, 
Praktikant..

related to your field 
of study, supporting 
tasks, specific 
projects

Full-time, 4-6 
months

Pflichtpraktikum, 
Praktikant, 
Praxissemester…

related to your field 
of study, 
supporting tasks, 
specific projects

Full-time, 4-6 
months

Wissenschaftliche 
Hilfskraft, Hiwi, 
studentische 
Hilfskraft, Tutor…

support teaching, 
research, or 
administrative tasks

up to 20 h/week, 
maybe 40 h during
semester break→no
limit of 140 full or 280 
half days

Werkstudent, 
studentische 
Hilfskraft..

related to your field 
of study, supporting 
tasks

up to 20 h/week, 
maybe 40 h during
semester break

All in common: 
enrolled
student!

Not applicable
in Computer 

Science

@KIT: maximum 85/h per month
in totalHow 2 CV & How to Find a Job in Germany

(Summer semester 26)

https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/13122.php/event/55309#calendar_top
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Thesis, Temporary Jobs and Job Entry

German names

Tasks

Time frame

Thesis (Bachelor or
Master) Temporary worker Entry job Trainee

No specific name, 
sometimes
„Berufseinstieg or
Junior..“

related to your field 
of study

Full-time, sometimes
Part-time

Trainee

Program for 6-24 
months, management
trainee or expert trainee, 
after graduation

Full-time, job
rotation

Bachelorarbeit, 
Masterarbeit, 
Masterand, 
Abschlussarbeit …

In industry, writing 
your final thesis, 
sometimes previous 
internship a must

Full time

Aushilfe, Minijob 

Tasks with low 
qualification like 
pizzadriver, cleaner

up to 603 € gross
salary / month

Find a supervisor from the KIT 
before signing a contract
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Special Case: 

German names

Tasks

Time frame

Assistant in 
Academia

Wissenschaftliche 
Hilfskraft (enrolled or
graduated students)

Support academia, 
related to your field
of study

Min. 43 hours / month, the guidelines do 
not specify an explicit upper limit, but the 
weekly limit of 19.75 hours also applies if 
additional paid work is performed 

How 2 CV & How to Find a Job in Germany (Summer semester 26)
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Minijobs / low qualified jobs: 
• Often minimum wage „Mindestlohn“: 13,90 € gross per hour, the better and 

higher your qualifications, the higher the salary

• Check this website for official information: 
https://www.bmas.de/EN/Labour/Minimum-Wage/minimum-wage.html

• Student assistant at KIT (HiWi/WiMi): 
• Studentische Hilfskraft (during Bachelor): 15,20 € - 16,09 € gross per hour

• Wissenschaftliche Hilfskraft (with Bachelor / Master): 16,09 – 21,42 € / gross
per hour

24.06.202612

Salary During your Studies
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Student assistant in industry: 
• Often (a bit) higher than at KIT, usually fixed

• Internships: 

• More than three months: minum wage from day one

• Mandatory internships: no minum wage 

• Less than three months: no minimum wage

• average 1000 € / gross per month: Mindestlohn und Praktikum - BMAS

24.06.202613

Salary During your Studies
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1. Negotiable
• Kununu, Gehalt und Vergütung bei Top-Unternehmen | Glassdoor, 

Entgeltatlas | Bundesagentur für Arbeit, Gehaltsrechner für Informatiker | 
get in IT, IT-Mitarbeiter/in Gehälter in Deutschland 2026 – StepStone, 
GEHALT.de | Deutschlands größte Datenbank zu Gehalt, Verdienst & 
Lohn are useful websites

2. Collective Agreement
• Watch in job offers for: „salary according to collective agreement

(Tarifvertrag), „based on TVöD / IG Metall“, see TVÖD-L Entgelttabelle TV-
L 2026

24.06.202614

Salary After your Studies
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• Mini-jobs: generally exempt from taxes and social security 
contributions. You pay a small contribution to the pension plan (but you
can be released from that)

• Hiwi / student assistant-jobs: the social security contributions 
depend on how much you earn and whether you have other jobs. 
Students benefit from reduced social security contributions.

• Regular jobs after studies: charged with taxes and social security, for
orientation see here gross net tax calculator germany 2025 german 
wage tax calculator 2025

24.06.202615

Salary - Reductions
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Job market changed within the last years in computer science

• Especially junior positions in software development are harder to find 
due to AI

• Administration jobs are still available

• A degree is not a guarantee, additional practical experience counts
more than ever

24.06.202616

Benefits of Hands-on Activities during Studies?
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• That one, that suits your future career goals and your available time 
best

• If you want to work in academia after studies, go for HiWi Jobs / 
internships, BUT: HiWi Jobs at KIT are often in English, so it can be a 
good stepping stone for a first job

• Internship vs. student assistant in industry: no general advice, 
depending on your situation and time 

24.06.202617

What Kind of Job and Branch is Better?
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Legal Aspects for International 
Students
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Check the official websites for rules: https://www.study-in-
germany.com/en/germany/everyday-life/work/

• https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-
training/studies-in-germany/work

• Let the employer know in your CV and motivational letter how many 
days and hours you are allowed to work – see your 
“Aufenthaltserlaubnis and then “Beiblatt” for details

• this will help to avoid misunderstandings 

• prevent your application from being rejected due to uncertainty

24.06.202619

Legal Aspects
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

https://mira-beratung.de/
“Are you a refugee or migrant from outside the EU living in Baden-Württemberg? Are 
you currently working or about to start a job? If so, we can provide you with free advice 
on your rights.
We’ll help you solve your problems and answer questions about:

Employment contracts (e.g., mini-jobs, part-time or full-time work)

Wages and salaries (e.g., unpaid work hours)

Working hours, vacation, termination

Insurance, e.g., for illness and workplace accidents

Short-time work benefits

Job Center, Social Services, Employment Agency”
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MIRA - Mit Recht bei der Arbeit - Consultation
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Can I hold down multiple jobs while studying?

• Yes, the only limit is the cap of 140 full workdays or 240 half workdays. 

Does a thesis written at a company count toward the limit? 

• In general, you should submit a request to the Office of Immigration to 
have your thesis approved, so that, if approved, a corresponding note 
can be added to the supplementary sheet.
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FAQ – Ausländerbehörde (Immigration Office)
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Residence permit for job seeking after graduation § 20(1) of the 
Residence Act:
When should international students update their visa status? On the date 
of withdrawal from the university or on the date of their final exam?
• To switch from a residence permit for the purpose of study to one for 

the purpose of job seeking or employment, you must provide proof of 
having successfully completed your studies. You may submit a 
diploma, a certificate of academic title, or a certificate of withdrawal 
from the university. Once one of these documents has been submitted, 
the Foreigners’ Registration Office can make a decision on the 
application.
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FAQ – Ausländerbehörde (Immigration Office)
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Language Skills
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• The better your German skills, the wider range of jobs you can apply 
for

• Most companies ask for a B2 / C1 level of German for entry-level jobs 
after graduation

• The rule for applications is that 
• if the advertisement is in English, you should apply in English

• if the advertisement is in German, apply in German and confirm that you 
can participate in the interview in German. If not, apply in English and 
state that you are in the process of learning German.
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Language Skills
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• If you're considering staying in Germany after graduation, take every 
opportunity to learn and improve your German, as well as gain 
professional experience – start now! 
• One possible approach is to start with student jobs in English and then 

switch to German as soon as possible

• Gain professional experience in Hochschulgruppen and Vereinen (Clubs): 
https://hsgportal.asta-kit.de/ (list of registered groups at KIT)

24.06.202625

Language Skills
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Buddy programme of KIT: https://www.intl.kit.edu/istudies/10402.php 

• Language Tandem at Studierendenwerk: https://www.sw-
ka.de/en/international/tandem/ 

• Welcome Guide of Welcome Center (City of Karlsruhe): Welcome 
Guide of the TRK| Welcome Center of the TRK 

• Sprechpunkt (City of Karlsruhe): https://www.ibz-karlsruhe.de/english/

24.06.202626

Ways to Improve Language skills

How 2 CV & How to Find a Job in Germany (Summer semester 26)
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php

https://www.intl.kit.edu/istudies/10402.php
https://www.sw-ka.de/en/international/tandem/
https://www.sw-ka.de/en/international/tandem/
https://www.sw-ka.de/en/international/tandem/
https://trk.de/en/wcc/welcome-guides/
https://trk.de/en/wcc/welcome-guides/
https://www.ibz-karlsruhe.de/english/
https://www.ibz-karlsruhe.de/english/
https://www.ibz-karlsruhe.de/english/
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/13122.php/event/55309#calendar_top
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php


Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• International students currently enrolled at KIT are entitled to one 
German course per semester free of charge: KIT - STK - Course offers 
- German courses during your studies

• AStA at KIT: Deutschkurse | AStA am KIT

• The federal agency of employment can fund a German course for C1 
after graduation, when you have a certain level already (B2 usually), 
get in touch: Karlsruhe-Rastatt.Hochschulteam@arbeitsagentur.de

• Ankommen in Karlsruhe – language meetups: Neu in Karlsruhe
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Ways to Improve Language skills
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• VHS-Lernportal for Level A1 (without certificate): https://a1.vhs-
lernportal.de/wws/9.php#/wws/home.php?sid=84202171903465256612
185237337025871777411700993627924371265826582580Sdef3aed6

• Deutsche Welle (without certificate): 
https://learngerman.dw.com/en/learn-german/s-9528
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Ways to improve Language skills
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• If you are holding a language certificate, add the level in your CV and 
add it to your application

• If you are not holding a language certificate, see self assessment for 
different levels: Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages - DAAD
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Language Skills in Applications
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Application Standards in Germany
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Apply at least 3 to 4 months before you want to start 
working 

• Required documents in Germany: 
• Cover letter (mostly, read job offer)

• CV

• Certificates (attachment)
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General Aspects
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• See here for full tips
https://www.careerserviceportal.kit.edu/en/bewerbungstipps/lebenslauf/

• Clear layout and structure & consistent formatting
• Separation in sections with informative headings
• Reverse chronological order
• Description of tasks and responsibilities using key words (bullet points)
• Length: 1-2 pages…most templates on Canva are limited suitable to the

German job market and the one from Europass is too detailed→I have a 
better template for you!

• Optional: Photo (no visa photo or selfie!)

24.06.202632

CV
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Add github if you want to

• State internal internships as practical experience

• Focus on your technical skills

• Add private of projects in your studies

• Have a clear profile, who you are!
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CV for Computer Science
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• One core component of ATS is a CV parser→software that 
automatically analyzes and extracts information from CVs

• What happens to your application after you click submit: 

1. Parsing: ATS reads your document and extracts structured data: name, 
contact details, job titles, employers, dates, education, and skills. 

2. Keyword Matching: Your extracted content is compared against the job 
posting. The ATS looks for exact terms or close variants — e.g. 'project 
management', 'Python', 'budget responsibility
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ATS – Applicant Tracking System
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• What happens to your application after you click submit: 
3. Scoring / Ranking: Each application receives a relevance score (often 0–
100). The more your profile matches the job description, the higher your rank.

4. Filtering: Applications below the score threshold are automatically rejected 
— often with a standard 'We will keep your CV on file' email.

5. Shortlist to Recruiter: Only top-ranked applications land on the recruiter's 
desk, usually as a sorted list rather than a pile of individual documents.
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ATS – Applicant Tracking System
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Use standard headings and date formats (MM.YYYY)

• Use relevant keywords. As a general rule, every resume should be 
tailored to the specific job and company.

• Avoid special characters and abbreviations

• No tables or graphics (at least none that are important)
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ATS - friendly CV
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Clear, simple design

• Common, easily readable fonts (Calibri, Times New Roman, Arial) – no

     special fonts. No more than two columns.

• Avoid spelling mistakes

• Test with an ATS scanner or text editor
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ATS - friendly CV
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• ATS Lebenslauf Checker jetzt nutzen und Jobchancen steigern

• Free Resume Checker and Scanner - #1 Rated in 2024

• Jobscan ATS Resume Checker and Job Search Tools

24.06.202638

ATS - Scanner
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Application Tips – Cover Letter, CV & More | KIT Career Service
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Templates, Tips and Checklists on 
Career Service Website
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Write an individual cover letter to each position!
• a cover letter is not a repetition of your CV but goes further: 

• what did you learn so far

• where are you an expert

• what is your professional passion

• where do you want to contribute to

• how does this job help you on your professional way

• why do you want to work for this company and so on
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Cover Letter 

How 2 CV & How to Find a Job in Germany (Summer semester 26)
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php

https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/13122.php/event/55309#calendar_top
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php


Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Why are you the right person for the job?
• Analyze the required qualifications and skills specified in the job ad
• Show that and why you have the subject-related qualifications & 

personal skills
• Give specific examples from former experiences (no generic 

sentences!)
• Use keywords (see job ad)
• For international students: let the employer know about your future 

plans→do you want to stay in Germany?
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Cover Letter 
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

You can structure your cover letter aligned to the individual job offer: 

1. Paragraph: I fullfill the requirements / qualifications

2. Paragraph: I can do the tasks or I have an idea how to do them

3. Paragraph: I am motivated for this company / project / job
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Cover Letter 
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Cover letter template in Word
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Cover letter template in Word
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Required documents:
• Master’s / Bachelor’s diploma and/or current transcript of records

• High School diploma / diploma of university entrance exam

• Letters of recommendation / Employment references (German: „Arbeitszeugnis“) 
of previous jobs, internships, etc. (if applicable) 

Further certificates (depending on requirements in job ad) 
• Language certificates

• Participation in relevant workshops

• Volunteering

Chronological order, as appearing in CV, add a table of content and link the certificates 
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Attachements / Certificates
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Job Search Strategies & Resources
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Platform Focus

Jobbörse der Bundesagentur für Arbeit National job portal, many internships and student 
jobs

Job portals by universities (e.g. KIT Career 
Service) Often tailored for students, regional jobs

StepStone / Indeed / Monster Large platforms – use filters: Werkstudent, 
Praktikum

LinkedIn Jobs Growing for internships & Werkstudent roles in 
tech/startups->but never click on “easy apply”

Company career pages Some jobs are only posted there — create a 
favorites list
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Best Online Platforms for Students in Germany
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https://www.careerserviceportal.kit.edu/en/jobboerse/
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https://www.careerserviceportal.kit.edu/en/studierendenprofil/
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Jobboard Studierendenwerk, also good for minijobs: https://www.sw-
ka.de/en/geld/jobboard/

• Workwise.io (located in Karlsruhe, focus on IT jobs, without cover
letter): Workwise – Jobs & Stellenangebote ohne Anschreiben

• Instaffo (located in Heidelberg, set up an account, focus on Tech-jobs) 
Instaffo | Your job platform for tech, marketing & sales.

• Startseite - BERUFENET - Bundesagentur für Arbeit

• https://interamt.de – Public sector
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• Startseite - BERUFENET - Bundesagentur für Arbeit
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Startseite - BERUFENET - Bundesagentur für Arbeit
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Networking and Hidden Job Market
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• job opportunities that are not publicly advertised
• these positions are often filled through personal connections, referrals, or 

internal company networks
• In Germany, it's estimated that: Up to 60–70% of jobs are never posted 

online
• Typical entry points:

• Referrals by employees or former interns
• Direct applications to companies (speculative applications)
• University connections (professors, research groups)
• Career fairs, events, LinkedIn, informal conversations
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What is the hidden job market?
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Tool Tips

LinkedIn/Xing Keep your profile updated, connect with others, 
send polite messages

Career fairs and career events Come prepared, ask specific questions, follow up 
afterwards

Alumni Reach out to former students: “How did you find 
your internship?”

University events / career service events Attend talks, research group meetings, institute 
gatherings – start small talk

Professors & student jobs HiWi or research assistant jobs often lead to 
internships via recommendations or vice versa
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Practical networking opportunities for students

How 2 CV & How to Find a Job in Germany (Summer semester 26)
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php

https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/13122.php/event/55309#calendar_top
https://www.informatik.kit.edu/english/10509.php


Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Optimize your profile with GPT

• Download your LinkedIn Profile as pdf

• Ask ChatGPT to check your profile and to suggest you optimizations. 
Tell ChatGPT that you uploaded your profile as a pdf. Promt, what you
want to to in LinkedIn (networking, finding a student assistant job…)

• Proof everything ChatGPT suggests and find your own words
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

Use the KIT account as a huge data base for alumni
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

If you are from a third country, you have the possibility of obtaining a 
residence permit valid for up to 18 months to look for a job. During these 18 
months, you are allowed to take up any type of job. Please note that this type 
of residence permit is not renewable. The following requirements must be 
met in order to obtain a residence permit for 18 months:
• Proof of successfully completed studies
• Proof of health insurance cover
• Proof of being able to secure your livelihood

More information: https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-
training/studies-in-germany/prospects-after
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Prospects after graduation
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Contact the „Ausländerbehörde“ (Immigration office) for visa

https://web1.karlsruhe.de/service/Buergerdienste/organisation.php?id=60
28411

• For doing a doctor in Germany find here more information: 
https://www.research-in-germany.org/de/mein-ziel/promotion.html
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• 07.07.2025, 17:45-19:15, 15 Minutes each, online

• Register at: https://plus.campus.kit.edu/signmeup/go/24s5D5 

• Zoom-Link after registration
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Slots for individual CV-checks
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

!!! Career Day Computer Science!!! (in German and English)
What you can expect:

• 10 am-12 pm: Advice offered by the Career Service and International 
CS 

• 10 am-12 pm: Computer Science student advisory service (Master's, 
degree program, internships) 

• 12 pm-1 pm: Break 
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Upcoming Events for Computer Science
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

!!! Career Day Computer Science!!! (in German, but questions can be
asked in English)
• 1 pm-4 pm: JOBTalk Cybersecurity - companies (Aramido, Atruvia, 

Codewerk) provide insights into projects, technologies and career 
opportunities, register here: Veranstaltungskalender – Workshops & 
Events des KIT Career Service

• 4 pm-5 pm: Alumni Insights - testimonials from graduates and 
valuable first-hand tips: Dominik Riemer, Bytefabrik.AI: CEO & Co-
Founder  Tamar Mirbach, time4you: Professional Services, register 
here: Veranstaltungskalender – Workshops & Events des KIT Career 
Service
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• Job Interviews in Germany: What to Expect and How to Prepare – 
Infosession, 01.07.2026, 10:00-11:30 hrs, Veranstaltungskalender –
Workshops & Events des KIT Career Service

• Master Your Job Interview in Germany: Practice, Presence and 
Confidence: 07.07.2026, 3 hours intensive training, 2 sessions this 
day: Veranstaltungskalender – Workshops & Events des KIT Career 
Service

• Job Interviews: Rock your digital performance: intensive training to 
break the digital barrier: 21.07.2026, 09-13:00 hrs: 
Veranstaltungskalender – Workshops & Events des KIT Career Service
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Career Service & Alumni (CSA)

• Checking applications and career guidance: 
https://www.careerserviceportal.kit.edu/en/beratung/

• Stay in touch: 
• My personal LinkedIn account: https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-neer/

• KIT Career Service LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/career-
service-alumni-kit/posts/?feedView=all

• KIT Career Service Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/kit_career_service_alumni/
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Contact: 

Julia Neer

julia.neer@kit.edu



OE-Logo (optional)
Insert with a click on 
the image icon

Thank you for 
your time!

Career-Service
&
KIT Department of Informatics 
Informatics Study Program Service 
(ISS)
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